
March 2009
1 The First Sunday in Lent, The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche preaching and celebrating

  9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
  9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Service with Rite II Eucharist, No Sunday School 
11:45 a.m. Book Group Meeting in the Parish House
  5:00 p.m. Rite II service

3 Tuesday   6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer and Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 p.m. EFM Class
  7:30 p.m. Recessionistos!

7 Saturday   6:00 p.m. Chili Cookoff in Parish Hall
8 The Second Sunday in Lent, The Rev. Dr. Beth Glover preaching and celebrating

  9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
  9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:10 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service
11:30 a.m. Adult Education: The Patristic Fathers
  5:00 p.m. Rite II service

10 Tuesday   6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer and Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 p.m. EFM Class
  7:30 p.m. Recessionistos!

15 The Third Sunday in Lent, The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche preaching and celebrating
  9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
  9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:10 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service
11: 30 a.m. Bible lessons/readings discussion, led by The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche
  5:00 p.m. Rite II service

17 Tuesday   6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer and Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 p.m. EFM Class
  7:30 p.m. Recessionistos!

18 Wednesday   8:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
22 The Fourth Sunday in Lent, The Rev. Deacon Keith McKenna preaching and celebrating

  9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
  9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:10 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service
11:30 a.m. Adult Education: The Desert Fathers
  5:00 p.m. Rite II service

24 Tuesday   6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer and Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 p.m. EFM Class
  7:30 p.m. Recessionistos!
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29 The Fifth Sunday in Lent, with Sean Pica from Hudson Link presenting
  9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
  9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:10 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service
  5:00 p.m. Rite II service

31 Tuesday   6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer and Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 p.m. EFM Class
  7:30 p.m. Recessionistos!

LENT, again? from the Rector

If you have not realized it yet, let me tell you that your Rector is a bit of a contrarian.  It probably comes from 
being raised in Oklahoma where I was a minority in many, many senses.  As a result, when many people agree 
on a certain route of action, I am likely to instinctually disagree.  And actually, I believe that my contrarian-ism 
is one of my better assets.  It is helpful to not fall prey to group think or mob mentalities.  Which brings me to 
my Lenten Rector’s Letter.  I want to confess that for a few years, I have not seen the value of Lent.  

If you did not know, Lent really began because people were gathering in Jerusalem, and with the Easter 
celebration approaching, everyone engaged in a bit of ye olde debauchery.  Bottom line: there was drunkenness 
galore.  And in an effort to curb such heedlessness, the “good ole boys” at the church came up with Lent.  They 
removed the “alleluia’s” from services.  They moved all of the parties to before Lent (hence, Mardi Gras).  They 
made up minor-keyed hymns, and voila, Lent was born.    

Personally, I have not always seen the need to delay the party.  After all, debauchery before Easter does not 
seem to be our problem, AND more importantly, Easter has already historically happened.  Jesus already 
confronted the world with his love.  Even when his followers betrayed him and the Romans killed him, Jesus 
loved them.  Jesus met every problem with love and forgiveness.  And so, the joy of Easter is here and remains.  
We trust that God is not so interested in smiting.  God is just like Jesus, and Jesus’ love and forgiveness are the 
power of God.       

But Lent is fast approaching.  And even though I am a contrarian, I do want to use something of our traditions, 
even if I want to see it in a new, different light.  This Lent, I do not so much want to curtail the party.  I do not 
want to stop the festivities, as much as I want to prepare for them.  Lent is not so much about giving something 
up as it is about preparing for the feast.  To do this, I contrarily invoke a seasonally incorrect literary reference: 
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens.  We are all mostly familiar with Dickens’ tale about Ebenezer 
Scrooge, whose heart grows and blossoms under the tutelage of Marley’s three ghosts.  We see poor Scrooge 
confront his past, present, and his actuarially adjusted future.  And in the end, we see Scrooge embrace 
Christmas.  He buys the Cratchett’s that famed Turkey.  And he supports Tiny Tim, enabling him to live.  In the 
end, we are left with feelings of love and charity and the Christmas Spirit.  

Are we sure this isn’t really an Easter story?  Perhaps, it would do us all well to allow ourselves in the next forty 
days to be visited by the ghosts of past, present, and yet to come.  Perhaps we should look at the trajectory of 
our lives.  Perhaps we should meet that past, present and yet to come with the love of Christ.  BUT, let’s do so 
unlike Scrooge.  Let us not examine ourselves because we are afraid.  After all, Easter is already here.  We 
know that God only loves and forgives us.  Instead, let us examine ourselves out of love for ourselves and others 
and God.  Let us do so because we trust that the end of the story is always new life and forgiveness.  
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We do not engage in Lent, hoping that God will forgive us our sins.  We look at our sins, we examine our 
ghosts, because we trust that God has already forgiven us.  In other words, we need not be afraid of these 
ghosts.  And because of that, we can prepare to buy the biggest Turkey.  We prepare to celebrate, and we trust 
that no matter what we find in our past and present, we get to determine our future based on the love of God.  

God’s Peace,

Bradley

Last Month’s Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer 's  Year-end 2008 Report:

Expenses for 2008 were in line with or better than 
expectations, mostly due to the Vestry’s 
implementation of a spending freeze on all but 
essential expenditures in the October.  Revenues, 
however, were another story.  Despite the excellent 
results from this year’s JuneFest we continued to 
experience an operating deficit. Pledge income was 
the main reason for the deterioration in financial 
position – pledges received were less than the 
amount in the budget by over -$8,000!  A portion of 
that is attributable to the fact that total pledges made 
by parishioners were less than contained in the 2008 
budget, but the remainder was due to monies 
pledged that were never received.  Since we budget 
on a breakeven basis (revenues equal to 
expenditures) we ended the year in the situation 
where we no longer had sufficient operating 
revenues to cover expenses without dipping into our 
reserves, as was necessary in 2007.  The Vestry 
decided to use Memorial Funds to fund the 
shortfall, and spent $3,319.25 of Memorial Fund 
monies to fund 2008 operations.  This eliminated 
the operating deficit, and resulted in the revenues 
and expenditures presented above and at the Annual 
Meeting.

Of more concern, however, is the current outlook 
for 2009.  When we prepared the 2009 operating 
budget in December of 2008, we used as a starting 
point actual operating results for 2008.  This led to 
our assumption of only $130,000 in pledges for 
2009 (as compared to $146,000 in the 2008 
budget).  Based upon that pledge number, we still 
were unable to present a balanced budget, and that 
necessitated a reduction in programs and services 

offered during 2009.  Each employee experienced a 
cut in hours or salary, including Father Brad.  With 
cuts in salaries, hours, and programs, as well as the 
use of another $5,000 from the Memorial Fund for 
operations, we were finally able to present to Vestry 
a balanced budget for 2009, with pledges 
anticipated at $130,000.  As of the Annual Meeting, 
however, pledges were less than $120,000, meaning 
that we will need to either raise an additional 
$10,000 above and beyond the revenues contained 
in the budget, or cut another $10,000 of salaries, 
hours, programs and services.  In the meantime, we 
will be faced with many challenges as we attempt to 
operate the church we love with less financial 
resources than it takes to keep our employees 
employed, to keep our church insured, warm and lit, 
and to fund our music, education and outreach 
programs.

Financial Operations through December 31, 2008:

Expenses Revenues

Paid Received
Administrative $ (38,863.36)

Priest $ (88,704.64) Fundraising $ 30,915.99 

Service/Progra
m

$ (23,628.97) Plate $ 20,250.45

Diocese $ (20,096.00) Pledge $145,541.57 

Outreach $ (2,419.97) Space $ 6,496.25

Property $ (36,103.16) Investments $ 8,262.40 

TOTAL $(214,816.10) TOTAL $214,785.91

(deficit)/surplus $ (30.19)

budgeted deficit $ (817.00)
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Baptism
Are you interested in the Sacrament of Baptism 
for you or your child? Lent is an especially 
appropriate time to prepare for baptism. If so, please 
speak with Father Brad following the service, or 
call the parish office at 271-3501.

Bookgroup Meeting
The next meeting of the St. A's Bookgroup will be 
April 19th.  For better or worse, everyone is talking 
about "The Shack."  Get in on the conversation -
read "The Shack" and come get your two cents in 
after the 10:30 service on April 19th.

Recessionistos…
Our support group for parishioners who are seeking 
work continues to meet Tuesday evenings at 7:30 
pm in the Parish Hall. This group provides a place 
to vent, to listen, and to share our various stories of 
wading through the jagged edges of the economy.  

Youth Event

Stay tuned for a date for dinner and a semi-
inappropriate movie for the youth council. It's been 
too long since we've gathered. Date to come for a 
Sunday in March. 

Mission Trip to New York City
On Friday May 15th, we will journey to Manhattan 
to participate in a Youth Services Opportunities 
Project Program.  We will be working with 
homeless individuals and learning from them and 
others about hunger and homelessness in New York 
City.  We will leave in the afternoon on Friday and 
return in the early evening on Saturday.  It should 
be a great, informative, and fun program.  More 
information is available at www.ysop.org.  The Cost 
is 90 dollars per person (however, help is available 
if needed - COST WILL NOT BE A BARRIER).
30 days prior to the trip, the fee paid becomes non-
refundable.  If you have questions, feel free to talk 
to Father Brad, who has led trips with this 
organization before.  Since we cannot journey to 
Nicaragua this year, this trip seems like a great 
alternative to be of use and to shed some light on 
important issues in our world.  It will also be useful 
to those in confirmation class who are considering 
different aspects of our faith.  Sign-up sheets are in
the parish kitchen, or you can call the Parish Office 
and reserve a spot. The deadline for signing up is 
April 10th.

Easter Egg Hunt

This year the Annual Easter Egg Hunt will take 
place between the 9:00 and 11:00 services on 
Easter Sunday, April 12.  Children will find eggs 
scattered around the property.  
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Carpenter’s Kids Pledges

We are in the process of compiling St A’s 2009 
offering to Carpenter’s Kids.  Pledges are due by 
March 22nd. Place your pledge in the offering plate 
with Carpenter’s Kids 2009 written in the memo 
line. If you need to know the amount of your 
pledge, please contact the Parish Office.  

Children’s Mite Boxes
Mite Boxes have been distributed to our Parish’s 
children through their Sunday School classes, and 
are also available at the back of the church for 
anyone who did not receive a box or needs a 
replacement.  The children are invited to collect 
change in these boxes during Lent. All the funds 
will be used to help purchase socks and soap for our 
Parish’s adopted African AIDS orphans through the 
Carpenter’s Kids program. Children are encouraged 
to bring the boxes to Sunday School each week 
where they will be added to a larger container to be 
counted after Easter so that we can share with the 
children the total amount they collectively were 
able to raise.

Adult Education: Spring 2009
led by The Rev Deacon Keith McKenna

Some of the People who Made the Church

NEXT Sunday, March 8. Session Two:  The Patristic 
Fathers.  These are the bishops who in the Second 
through Fifth centuries founded the Christian priesthood, 
and guided the early Christians after the time of John the 
Evangelist into what we call now The Church.  

Sunday, March 22.  Session Three:  The Desert 
Fathers.  After the collapse of Roman government The 
Church, like every other Rome-centered institution, was 
in dire straits.  One element of continuity was the 
extraordinary effort of a group of ascetics who went into 
exile in lonely and sometimes hostile places, often alone.  

Sunday, April 26. Session Four:  Sanctity, Sainthood, 
and the Saints:  This will be a comprehensive 
investigation into the curious Christian custom of 
naming individuals as specially recognized by God: .The 
Episcopalian way of doing this, the Roman way, the 
Orthodox way, and the Protestant way will be discussed 
and dissected.  

Adult Education: April 19th
led by Joe Kolanko

The different biblical accounts of Easter

Did you know there are five very different accounts 
of Jesus’ resurrection in the New Testament?  Did 
you know that the earliest gospel’s version of the 
event ended with the women running away afraid 
from an empty tomb?  Did you know that it was 
only later, in the second century, that editors added 
stories of Jesus being seen by others?  Paul, the 
earliest written account, claims 500-plus saw the 
risen Lord. John says Mary saw Jesus but didn’t 
recognize him, as he was in the form of a gardener.
Some saw him in Jerusalem, others in Galilee.  Why 
the discrepancies? We will take on this topic on 
April 19th, in a discussion following the 10:30 am 
service.  Please see final chapters of each gospel 
and 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15 for the various 
stories.   The class will be led by Joe Kolanko.

Adult Education: Future Topics

Do you have a favorite topic you'd like us to cover 
in an Adult Ed offering?  We are planning a series 
for the fall, on Church architecture, to be led by 
Elizabeth Hoffman.  Speak to Deacon Keith or 
Father Brad if you have ideas for interesting topics 
we might pursue together.

Evening Prayer during Lent

Evening Prayer with the Stations of the Cross will 
be offered on Tuesday evenings at 6:45 pm during 
Lent. This is a wonderful and peaceful way to close 
the day. 
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Hudson Link
On Sunday March 29, Sean Pica, a representative 
from Hudson Link, an organization that provides 
prisoners with the opportunity to get a college 
education, will come to our church to preach and 
discuss his organization.  Our own Deacon Keith 
has had a long relationship with this organization, 
teaching and volunteering.

If you wish to donate Easter flowers in memory of a 
loved one, or in thanksgiving, your donation can be 
put in the collection plate, or dropped off or mailed 
to the parish office. There are envelopes in the back 
of the church. The suggested donation is $20, but 
any amount is acceptable. Please be sure to specify 
the names of those you wish to remember, as well 
as your own and write “Altar Fund” on your check. 
To ensure all names appear in the Easter bulletins, 
they must be given to the office by Sunday, April 5.

Save the Dates

�™St. A’s 5K.  Organizational meeting to be 
held in March.

�™Adult Education: Led by The Rev. Deacon 
Keith McKenna, March 8, March 22, April 
26

�™Adult Education: Led by Joe Kolanko, April 
19th

�™YSOP: Youth Services Opportunities 
Project: Friday, May 15th to Saturday, May 
16th.

�™JuneFest, Friday, June 5th - Sunday, June 7th.  
Check e-mails and announcements for the 
next organizational meeting.

�™Heifer International.  We will again be going 
to Heifer over Columbus Day Weekend, 
October 10-13.

�™Our next Bishop's Visitation will be on 
October 18th.  
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Lenten Events 2009 

Sunday March, 1st, at 10:30 service: Professional reader Chris Moore shares a short story at the children’s 
service.  

Sunday March 1st, after the 10:30 service. Join the bookgroup as we read Harper Lee’s classic “To Kill a 
Mockingbird.”  

Tuesday, March 3rd and all Tuesday evenings in Lent: 6:45 PM Evening Prayer with Stations of the Cross. 
This short 15 minute service is a wonderful way to find calm near the end of the day.

Sunday, March 8th: The Rev. Dr. Beth Glover Preaches at morning services.

Sunday, March 15th: After the 10:30 service. Come to a discussion of the future week’s biblical 
readings/lessons with Father Brad.  We will meet in the parish house and discuss the following week’s readings 
as a bible study, sermon preparation for Brad, and personal reflection.   

Sunday March 29th at the 9:00 and 10:30 services. Come hear Sean Pica, from Hudson Link, who will preach 
and reflect on the work done at Hudson Link. Hudson Link provides college education to prisoners in our area.  
Our outreach committee has had a long-standing relationship with this organization, and our Deacon has 
worked and taught with this organization.    

Palm Sunday, April 5th: 9:45 Liturgy of the Palms in the Parish Hall.  Children’s Event will be held during the 
service.  

Palm Sunday, April 5th: After the 10:30 service.  Come to a discussion and reflection on Holy Week, the 
events of Jesus’ last days on earth, and the liturgies that remember them.  

Maundy Thursday, April 9 th:  Agape Meal and Maundy Thursday Liturgy.   Enjoy a meal with friends.  The 
church will provide some mainstays, and invites you to bring some simple, Middle-eastern fair for this 
traditional meal followed by the service.   The meal starts at 6:30.  The service begins at 7:30.  The Rev. Dr. 
Beth Glover will be preaching.    

Maundy Thursday Overnight Vigil, April 9 th - 10th beginning at 9:00 PM:  
Following the Maundy Thursday Liturgy, sign up to keep vigil in the Sanctuary overnight.   

Good Friday, April 10th. Good Friday Liturgy at 12 Noon.  

Holy Saturday, April 11th, Come to the Easter Vigil, the holiest liturgy of the year, complete with candles, 
a bonfire, and incense.  During this service, we commemorate the passing from death to life.  Service begins at 
7 PM.  

Easter Day: April 12th Easter Day: services at 9 and 11 AM.  Children’s activities will be provided during the 
sermon.  Easter Egg Hunt will happen BETWEEN the 9 and 11 AM service.    
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Holy Week at St. A’s:

Palm Sunday, April 5th: 9:45 Liturgy of the Palms in the Parish Hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 9 th:  Agape Meal and Maundy Thursday Liturgy.

Maundy Thursday Overnight Vigil, April 9 th - 10th beginning at 9:00 PM.

Good Friday, April 10th. Good Friday Liturgy at 12 Noon.

Holy Saturday, April 11th, Come to the Easter Vigil, the holiest liturgy of the year, complete with candles, 
a bonfire, and incense.

Easter Day: April 12th Easter Day: services at 9 and 11 AM. Easter Egg Hunt will happen BETWEEN the 9 
and 11 AM service.

Rector The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche
Rector Emeritus The Rev. David B. Wayne
Priest Associate The Rev. Dr. Beth Glover
Deacon The Rev. Deacon Keith McKenna

2009 VESTRY MEMBERS

Senior Warden: Duncan Cleary Junior Warden: Jennifer Brehl
Treasurer: Holly   Anzani Clerk: Greg Kaebnick

Class of 2009 Holly Anzani
Ed Godek

Class of 
2009

Cathie Elliott
Anya Steger

Class of 
2010

Elizabeth Hoffman
Laura Seitz    

Greg Kaebnick David Wixted Amber Wylie
Meeting Schedule:  Vestry, 3rd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.
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