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OCTOBER 2009
Saturday 16:30 p.m. Harvest Moon Dance — Croton Yacht Club
The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour
10:30 a.m. Children’s Service
11:45 a.m. Book Group Meeting
4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Animals
6:00 p.m. Last Confirmation Class
Saturday 10:45 a.m. Trip to Heifer International
The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. Sunday School begins
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:00 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service
Monday Office Closed — Columbus Day
Friday 6:30 p.m. Prepare meals for CCC — Parish Kitchen
Saturday 10:00 a.m. Croton Caring Committee Luncheon
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. Rite II with music, Confirmation / Bishop’s Visit
9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. Sunday School begins
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:00 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service
11:30 a.m. Harry Chapin Run — meet in front of church
Wednesday 8:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
Saturday 10:00 a.m. Block 2 Sunday School Teacher Training - Parish Hall
The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost, The Rev. Dr. Beth Glover officiating
9:00 a.m. Rite II with music
9:45 a.m. Coffee Hour, Newcomers’s Brunch
10:15 a.m. Sunday School begins
10:30 a.m. Rite II with music
11:00 a.m. Sunday School ends, children join service

11:15 a.m. Worship Committee Meeting



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

The Bellringer October 2009

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church

From the Rector, October 2009

2XU 7TRZQ 2XU &KXUFK

I recently saw an off-Broadway production of
Thornton Wilder’s play “Our Town.” I will confess
that I was not expecting much. I had already seen the
play several times, most of them in high school. I
considered the material melodramatic. And yet, I was
immensely and pleasantly surprised by this particular
staging. If you recall from your high school English
class, the play is about a young couple. We are shown
how they meet, how they get married, and ultimately
how the young woman, Emily, dies. We even see
Emily as a ghost. And after dying, at the end of the
play, Emily longs for her old life. She misses it, and
as such makes the request to relive a day from her
childhood, a birthday to be exact. And she goes back.
The request is granted. And at that moment, what was
a fairly grey production came to life. Up until then,
everyone was muted and in dull costumes, but
suddenly, the set opens to reveal a masterfully created
period kitchen, complete with period costumes and
cooking bacon. The smell of bacon even wafts into
the audience. And Emily lets out the line, “I can't go
on. It goes so fast.” And we suddenly know that what
was supposed to be fulfilling is not. When Emily is
actually reliving that moment, she is only filled with
immense sadness. She is overwhelmed by how
quickly time goes and how often we neglect to really
see one another.

I confess that I was mostly feeling hungry for that
bacon. It smelled amazing! But I was also
transported to the moments of my own life that I can
never recreate: my Grandmother’s kitchen on the
farm, with my Grandfather cooking bacon before
everyone else woke up. I longed for the people
whom I miss, as did Emily. And that seemed to be the
point. The play is a reminder of our mortality, and a
warning to we who live busy lives. Wilder is showing
us that we have to make the most out of the events of
our lives as they happen. We have to appreciate them,
because soon, sooner rather than later, they will be
gone.

As we race around in this fall season, I contemplate
Wilder’s lessons. The leaves are changing. The
briskness is here. But so is the stress and the tendency
to rush through life without enjoying it. Most of us
seem like squirrels preparing for the winter. We run

around, attempting to keep up with our intense
schedules but failing to enjoy the moments we have
with one another.

For many reasons, this is the story which I hold up for
us this month. I honor our time together. I value it,
and I invite God into these moments we have. There
are many, many things to value. We have our Harvest
Dinner Dance, we have a new Deacon, The Rev.
Deacon Sharon Manning-Lew. And we have all the
work, outreach, love, and education of our parish!

Mostly, it makes me want to proclaim, as Emily did,
“Oh, earth, you're too wonderful for anybody to
realize you.” And I hope that in all of our lives we see
the moments as they happen, and that we appreciate
the full color and joy that is here for us, at St.
Augustine’s and in our lives. And so, breathe, enjoy
these moments we have together.

Now, off to eat (and enjoy fully) yummy, yummy
bacon!

God’s Peace,

+DUU\ &KDSLQ OHPRULDO 5XQ

$JDLQVW +XQJHU
)XQ 5XQ

On Sunday, October 18th, everyone in the parish is
invited to join our Sunday School Classes for the
Harry Chapin Fun Run, a short mile walk or run that
raises money for charities that provide relief from
hunger. It is an outreach project undertaken by the
Sunday School program. Registration will be offered
through the parish, and we will walk over to the site
together after church on that day.
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| Brad. With cuts in salaries, hours, and programs, as
well as the use of another $5,000 from the Memorial

Financial Operations through August 31, 2009:

Expenses Revenues
Paid Received
Administrative  $(22,939.89)
Priest $ (55,425.76) Fundraising $27,839.69
Service/Program §$ (14,002.59) Plate $ 7,336.54
Diocese $ (16,407.75) Pledge $ 88,586.02
Outreach $ (1,772.86) Space $ 3,505.00
Property $ (21,111.92) Investments $5.961.66
TOTAL $(131,610.77) TOTAL $133,228.91
(deficit)/surplus $1,618.14
budgeted surplus ~ $ (11,432.13)

TUHDVXUHU V 5HSRUW

We have ended the first eight months of the year with
a surplus larger than the one contained in the budget,
most of which is attributable to JuneFest. We have
also done an excellent job in managing our expenses,
which has also attributed to our improved operations.
Additionally, we applied for a grant from the Diocese
to help offset the added expense of offering music at
both services. Our application was successful, and
will help to reduce the music expense both this year
and next year (receipt of this grant was not included in
the budget). JuneFest was budgeted to generate
$14,000 for operations; we actually made just over
$22,000 (we did not budget for a dinner and auction
during JuneFest this year). Also, FoodFest brought in
just under $3,000, although not all of the winners have
yet paid. These three sources of revenue helped get us
through the summer months, when pledge income
dropped significantly. Also, with regard to pledges, it
is important to keep in mind that: (1) the budget
assumed receipt of $130,000 in pledges, as compared
to the less than $120,000 we actually received, and (2)
the monthly payment of the $120,000 in actual
pledges had recently been lagging expectations ;
pledge income is currently $6,350 less than the
amount contained in the budget.

Of more concern, however, is the outlook for the
remainder of 2009. The $130,000 in pledges in the
2009 budget still resulted in a reduction in programs
and services offered during 2009. Each employee
experienced a cut in hours or salary, including Father

Fund for operations, we were finally able to present to
Vestry a balanced budget for 2009, with pledges
anticipated at $130,000. With actual pledges of less
than $120,000, however, we will need to either raise
an additional $10,000 above and beyond the revenues
contained in the budget, or cut another $10,000 of
salaries, hours, programs and services. In the
meantime, we will be faced with many challenges as
we attempt to operate the church we love with less
financial resources than it takes to keep our employees
employed, to keep our church insured, warm and lit,
and to fund our music, education and outreach
programs.

&URWRQ &DULQJ
&RPPLWWHH /XQFKHRQ

St A's is again hosting a luncheon for the Croton
Caring Committee on Saturday, October 17". We
are completely responsible for this event, planning the
menu, purchasing the food, preparing and cooking the
meal, setting up, serving, entertaining and cleaning up.
For many of the elderly people who attend, it is their
social outing for the month. Volunteers are needed to
help coordinate and participate.

We will be cooking on Friday evening, October
16th, from 6 pm. until finished, and then from 10:30
a.m. on Saturday the 17th, there is set up, heating
food, greeting guests, serving lunch, chatting with
attendees and cleaning up. Volunteers are also needed
for baking brownies for dessert (if you do not have
time to participate in any other way). Please consider
signing up for some time during this fun event. For
more information, call Cathie Elliott 271 - 9522.

6wW $ V ZHEVLWH
Z22Z VWDFURWRQ RUJ

The website is a valuable resource when you have a
question or are planning the week. There is a
parishioner’s only link. Here you can find schedules,
current and past Bellringers, the current parishioner
directory, etc. This is the link:
http://www.stacroton.org/inside
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%OHVVLQJ RI WKH $QLPD
6XQGD\ 2FWWK S P

Bring your animals for a quick blessing by Father
Brad in front of the church. This service honors St.
Francis of Assisi and all who love creation.

LA X,

+HLIHU QWHUQDWLRQDO
+LJK 6FKRRO DQG OLGGOH
6FKRRO 6WXGHQWYV

An intrepid group from St. A’s and St. John’s of
Larchmont are on their way on October 10", to go to
Heifer International’s Overlook Farm in Rutland,
Massachusetts. While there, they will be participating in an
amazing outreach project. Heifer International is a
program that provides working animals for many
developing countries. Many youth groups go there to help
work on the farm and care for the animals and at the same
time learn about world hunger. Over the course of the
weekend, they will be hiking, helping out around the farm,
and learning what we can do to help eradicate poverty.
This adventure promises to be both a great deal of fun and
an amazing learning experience. They leave on Saturday,
October 10™ and will be back on Monday, October
12", Columbus Day.

6XQGD\ 6FKRRO 1RWHYV

First Children’s Service: October 4™ at the 10:30
a.m service.

Reminder: Saturday, October 24™ at 10:00 am
Block Two teacher training in the Parish House.

DbV $UW 3URMHFW 8SGDWH

With the cooperation of Nina and Jim Prudden and
Steve Case all the wupstairs Sunday School
classrooms have a fresh coat of paint and the nicks
and chips have been covered.

We are on our way to completing our altar mural.
The first panel painted by Leksi Kolanko is
finished.

OLGGOH 6FKRRO )XQG 5DLVHU
IRU +HLIHU QWHUQDWLRQDO

St. A's Middle School students will be collecting
donations to support Heifer International during
Coffee Hour on Sunday, October 4. Donors who
contribute $10 or more to this cause will receive a
beautiful, one-of-a-kind, hand-crafted cow ornament,
individually  designed and created by our
students. Our goal is to raise $500 so we can provide a
cow to a family in need.

%LVKRS 9LVLW

Bishop’s Visit on Sunday, October 18": We will be
visited by Bishop George Packard. Bishop Packard is
the soon-to-be-retired Bishop of the Armed Forces for
the Episcopal Church, and was formerly Canon to the
Ordinary in this diocese, and priest of this diocese in
Rye and Hastings.

He will be giving the sacramental rite of Confirmation to
our Confirmants at the 9:00 service on October 18"
Please join us in welcoming our class into the parish.
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"HOFRPH WR RXU QHZ

GHDFRQ 6KDURQ
0DQQLQJ /HZ

A note from Ms. Manning-LeWwirst, I would like to
thank everyone for their welcome on September 20th.
I truly enjoyed meeting you Father Bradtoday and
hope to meet you all shortly. I am married and have
one son who is currently in the Air Force, located in
Minot, N.D.

I graduated from The General Theological Seminary
for the Episcopal Church in 2007 and was also
ordained to the transitional diaconate in 2007. I've
been on medical leave and hope to continue on to the
priesthood, shortly.

I look forward to worshiping with you as well as
learning and assisting Father Brad and Deacon Keith.

%RRN *URXS

The next meting of the St A’s Book Group will be
Sunday, October 4™. We will be discussing LIFE
OF PI, written by Yann Martel. Life of Piis the story
of a 16-year old Indian boy adrift at sea for 227 days
with only a dangerous Bengal tiger for a companion.
Pi Patel's journey, and survival through the use of his
wits and sheer determination, is one that grabs you
and never lets go. It's a story that seems both too real
and surreal at the same time.

The group will meet after the 10:30 AM service in the
parish house. Everyone is invited. The group will be
led by Chris Moore.

6WHZDUGVKLS
&RPPLWWHH

Commitment Sunday is November 22", We will be
holding a Brunch between the services. Please
bring a dish to share.

On November 8", Elizabeth Hoffman will be
speaking about Stewardship at both the 9:00 and
10:30 services.

On November 15", Father Brad will be speaking on
Stewardship

RUVKLS &RPPLWWHH
J)LUVW OHHWLQJ

The aim of this committee, as mentioned in last
month’s Rector’s Letter, will be to enrich St A’s
liturgies. The committee will be assessing how St A’s
service schedule works, and will be planning new
alternatives. Possibilities include our own St. A’s
Eucharistic Prayer, our own Prayers of the People, and
perhaps additional services at other times, including
more contemplative options. Our first meeting will
be on Sunday, October 25", after church services,
approximately 11:45 AM. Please note the date on your
calendar and join us.

1HZFRPHU V
% UXQ F K

A Newcomers’ Brunch will be held on Sunday,
October 25", between the services. Those of you who
have come to St. A’s in the past year are invited to
join Brad in a welcoming brunch. If you are new but
haven’t yet been added to our member list, please
contact Kim at august@bestweb.net or 271-3501.

Come
oo da

| )=
—
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SLYHUEXLOG )XQGUDLVH

Richie Havens in concert at Trinity
Saturday 7 November 2009

Richie Havens will perform at Trinity in a special
Benefit Concert to support RiverBuild 2009, the
annual mission trip to build and repair homes in
Mississippi  post-Katrina. RiverBuild is a joint
ministry of 8 local Episcopal parishes in the Diocese
of New York. Mr. Havens has agreed to help us raise
money for the work and travel expenses for this year's
trip. Mark you calendars and get your tickets for this
special concert fast before they sell out.

"Gifted with one of the most recognizable voices in
popular music, Richie Havens has a soulful singing
style that remains as unique and ageless as when he
first emerged from the Greenwich Village folk scene
in the early 1960s. It’s a voice that has inspired and
electrified audiences from the Woodstock Music &
Arts Fair in 1969, to the Clinton Presidential
Inauguration in 1993 - coming full circle with the 30th
Woodstock Anniversary celebration, “A Day In The

Garden”, in 1999." (from Richie Havens Biography

2008)

The opening act for Richie Havens will be Rochelle
Harper, who hales from the MIssissippi Gulf Coast
and is a young and vibrant blues singer and guitarist.
She has become a beloved friend of RiverBuild, and
provided the group with a private acoustic concert at
our farewell/thank you party in Bay St. Louis, MS last
year.

Go to www.riverbuild.org to get your tickets for this
unique Benefit Concert.

Info for ticket sales:
General Admission:
$45.00 in advance, $50.00 at the door

VIP Tickets:

$125.00 (includes premier reserved seating at the foot
of the stage, meet and greet with Richie Havens prior
to the show with cocktails and hors hors d'oeuvres
served and early entry to venue).
Note: limited number of VIP tickets will be made
available

RXWUHDFK FRPPLWWH

U The outreach Committee is taking on the challenge of

re-energizing the annual Martin Luther King service,
which is a major source of funding for the annual Alta
Kirton Scholarship at CHHS. You are all asked to
bring your own ideas on how to do reinvent the MLK
service to the next outreach meeting will be 7:30 p.m.
on Monday, Nov 2nd.

6KDUH \RXU ORY
RI PXVLF

Greetings All:

Do you sing, play the guitar or the violin, either solo
or in a group? We would like to showcase your
talents.

If you have not yet heard, St A’s has received a grant
to help ensure that we have music at two services. The
choir sings at the 9:00 am service, and we would now
like to provide other musical offerings at the 10:30 am
service. This is a special opportunity for parishioners
to showcase their talents by singing and/or playing at
the 10:30 am service. Ideally, we could do this about
four times during the year.

Any one who wants to offer their voice/instrument at
the 10:30 service please contact me at (914) 736-9015,
or see me after service, or email
me laravotti@gmail.com. As we begin the new
academic year, we will be looking for new choir
members.

I will help you with anything you want to sing/play. I
can make suggestions for appropriate music, etc.

I am very excited about this opportunity. I look
forward to hearing from you.

We need your help.

Laura Ravotti
Organist/Choir Director
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9HVWU\ PHHWLQJ
Wednesday, 19 ", 7:45 pm — 9:45 pm

6WHZDUGVKLS
Sunday, November 8 *,

Elizabeth Hoffman preaching

Sunday, November 15 ™,
Rev. Bradley Dyche

Sunday, November 22 ™,

Commitment Sunday

2IILFH &ORVHG
November 26 and 27, Thanksgiving holiday
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$XFWLRQ ,WHPV 1HHGHG
+DUYHVW ORRQ *DOD )XQGUDLVHU
6DWXUGD\ 2FWREHY SP

The Vestry and the Harvest Moon Dinner Dance Committee invite you to a marvelous night of feasting at the
Yacht Club, followed by some robust bidding at a live auction of stupendous goods and services! There will be
a buffet and drinks as well as the great auction items donated by your fellow parishioners.

We are, of course, in need of parishioner contributions of time, talent or treasures to be auctioned off at this
high-flying event.

So... do you know how to knit? Own a yacht? Dog sit? Have a bottle of 12-year-old single malt lying around
that your doctor forbids you to drink? Sew on buttons or know how to fix an errant hemline? Have a spare set of
NY Giants tickets? Whittle? Lay tile? Know a celebrity?

Our net is cast wide — donations can be goods, professional services, or personal time. Successful items from
past auctions have included personally catered meals; tickets to sporting or entertainment events; home
improvement services; time at vacation homes; personal services such as photography, baby-sitting, plant-
watering or computer-tutoring, and much, much more!

The success of our event depends on the donations from our community — be creative, dig deep, and let your
hidden talents be known to all! Your generosity is tremendously appreciated.

Call or email Elizabeth Hoffman (923-0364; cornwellhoffman@optonline.net) with offers of donations or for
further information.

Thanks to all! RSVP cards are located in the Bulletin and the back the Church. Tickets can be purchased
during Coffee hour, during the week at the Parish House or via the mail.
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6DWXUGD\ 2FWREHU DW S P
DW WKH &URWRQ <DFKW &OXE

The event begins at 6:30 with cocktail hour, a cash bar will be available, followed by the auction, dinner and
dancing!

Tickets must be reserved in advance and are on sale now.
Tickets are $40 per couple or $25 for an individual.
Children will need an individual ticket to attend.

Please send your check to the Parish office or drop by coffee hour to purchase a ticket. Write Harvest Moon
Dinner Dancen the memo section of your check or place cash in an envelope and clearly mark with your
name, number attending, AND Harvest Moon Dinner Dancen the envelope.

Seating is limited and tickets will be sold on a first come, first served basis.

The cost of the tickets should not be a burden if you are experiencing challenging financial times. The Vestry
has set aside a limited number of tickets for our Parishioners that might not be able to afford the cost at this
time. Please contact Father Brad for more information.

Please contact Suzanne Smith or Cathie Elliott with any questions or to help. We are looking for help with
decorating, centerpieces and food (appetizers, desserts, entrees, etc.). Please email us if you would like to get
involved.

Suzanne Smith: hortonsmitty@verzion.net
Cathie Elliott: ¢cde9522@gmail.com

; 5603 '
'LOQOHU DOG $XFWLREDWXUGD\ 2FW 30
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A cash bar will be available eluring cocktail hour
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Rector The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche
Rector Emeritus The Rev. David B. Wayne
Priest Associate The Rev. Dr. Beth Glover
Deacon The Rev. Deacon Keith McKenna
Deacon The Rev. Deacon Sharon Manning-Lew
2009 VESTRY MEMBERS
Senior Warden: Duncan Cleary Junior Warden: Jen Brehl
Treasurer: Holly Anzani Clerk: Greg Kaebnick
Class of 2009 Holly Anzani Class of Cathie Elliott  Class of 2011  Elizabeth Hoffman
Ed Godek 2010 Anya Steger Laura Seitz
Greg Kaebnick David Wixted Leigh Anna Harken
Meeting Schedule: Vestry, 3rd Wednesday, 8:00 p.m.

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
6 Old Post Road, North
Croton-On-Hudson, NY 10520
wWWww.stacroton.org

Addfess correction requested
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Dated material - please deliver promptly
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